23O                        JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
Indian admiration of Japan.
The Indians look on Japan as the leader of Asia : they
are not so much pro-Japanese as admirers of the Japanese
people. Among'other filings, the result of the Russo-Japanese
war stimulated the growth of the Indian Nationalist Move-
ment. Japan defeated the mighty Russia and gave the whites
a 'flick on the nose5. The Indians look on Japan as a country
very strong in war, though small in size. They believe that
all the men are warriors.
India was for a long time unaware of our industrial
progress, but its attitude to our goods entirely changed after
a visit to Japan by Sir Hari Singh Gawa. This gentleman
was an influential member of the Nationalist Party, and was
at one time head of Delhi University. He went to Japan
in the spring of 1932 and saw how she had developed in-
dustrially, and what a thorough system of education existed
throughout the country. The Indians began to realize that
the Japanese were worthy of respect not only as fighters,
but also as industrialists. Their attitude to Japan improved
still further when they learned, what they had not known
before, what a large quantity of Indian products she bought.
In the last thirty years Japan has imported from India
three or four times as much as she has exported to her.
As soon as it was realized what a good customer she was, her
export to India went up by leaps and bounds.
The Indians are naturally and deeply religious. They are
ready to listen to one who is above the common herd and
to believe in him as in one inspired. That is why a man of
the type of Gandhi is reverenced like a|JCtJ. Hence, if Japan
were to make war on Britain and it were understood that
she had done so to free Asiatics from the hands of the white
man, there is no room for doubt that the Indians, who have
all along looked up to her, would raise the standard of
revolt against the British.
But, as Gandhi remarked, the Indians are an emasculated
people, forcibly deprived of weapons. There are at present
60,000 men of the Regular British Army and 172,000 native
troops in India. What the attitude of the latter would be in
the event of war with Japan is an interesting question,
and the fact that they are not brigaded separately, but with
British regiments, shows that the British Government has
considered it.